- YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI
PRAGUE—Jirka Danicek, a tall
man with wavy blond hair and trimm-
! greying beard, has the charisma of
smeone who keeps important
secrets. He moves and speaks with
deliberate steadiness; he seems to
have decided that, if he can not
change the world, he can at least con-
trol his own thoughts and move-
-ments, and free himself from external
manipulation.
Danicek, a poet, founded Prague’s
. illegal Jewish publishing house. The
- press was called Alef, the first letter
of the Hebrew alphabet and symbolic
of the struggle of young Czech Jews
to relearn a forgotten religious
heritage. But the word ““alef’’ also

has a specific Prague connotation.

The 17th century rabbi, the Maharal,
is said to have given life to the Golem
by writing the Hebrew word emer,
truth, on his forehead. When the
Maharal decided to destroy the
Golem, he simply erased the first let-
ter of the word “‘emet’’—an alef—
leaving the Hebrew word met, which
means dead. Alef, then, was the let-
ter of truth, the separation between
life and death.

Nowhere in the Soviet bloc had an
underground Jewish press of such
quality existed as Alef. Alef didn’t
distribute typewritten manuscripts,
the usual samizdat format, but
published actual books—about 20
titles in all. I had seen some of them
inthehome of Leo and Hanna Pavlat
(see part one of this series, July 20):
large volumes of surprisingly good
quality, with simple white soft covers
and black lettering. Unlike Jewish
samizdat in the Soviet Union, Alef
didn’t publish Leon Uris, but Buber
and Rosenzweig. Its audience in-
cluded not only young Jews—who in
Prague numbered perhaps several
dozen-—but also non-Jewish intellec-
tuals.

I asked Danicek who had funded
his press, but he said only, *“Sources
abroad.”” Suddenly, we were back in
communist Prague, where one didn’t
ask unnecessary questions. I prodded
Danicek for more details: his caution
seemed {o me an anachronism. Reluc-
tantly he said that a Swedish
organization supporting the Czech
human rights movement had sent
money. Also, some money had come
from ‘‘someone in a Jewish organiza-
tion.”” And he would not say any
more.

Danicek is a convert to Judaism.
At the age of 14, he read his first
Jewish book, by Sholom Alejchem;
he felt that he belonged among
Sholom Aleichem’s characters. Like
himself, they seemed to be in the
world but not of it.

Danicek began to read any book
about Jews he could find. He was
fascinated by how Jews had preserved
their identity through exile, their
ability to define themselves as an in-
dividualist people. “‘For most peo-
ple,”’ Danicek said to me, “‘it is
nothing ‘to be.” It’s simply life. But
I felt that ‘to be’ was something to
aspire to, not to take for granted. The
Jews had [earned to think for them-
sclves, to feel their selfhood. That is
what I wanted.”

One Shabbat, Danicek’s friend
Leo Pavlat took him to the Altneu
synagogue. ‘““As soon as I saw the
men praying, I decided to become a
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Jew,” Danicek said. ‘I couldn’t have
said then what I felt. But now I know:
I felt the presence of God. I knew that
those people were protected by holi-
ness.”” In 1976, at age 26 and three
years after he had first come to the
synagogue, Danicek became a Jew.

I asked Danicek if he had ever felt
lonely or sad to be part of such a tiny
community. He said, *“This was the
only Jewish community that I knew.
This was my Jewish people.”’

At the same time that Danicek was
becoming a Jew he was also becom-
ing a dissident. For Danicek, Judaism
and political dissidence were part of
the same process of defining himself
as an individual. ‘I didn’t want to
become a dissident,”” he said. “*But if
you had some ethical ideas and you
weren’t afraid to say them out loud,
you were a dissident.””

One night Danicek, then a student,
was sitting ini a restaurant with some
university friends. They began to sing
a satirical anti-government song.
Someone in the restaurant went to the

police. Danicek and his friends were -

arrested; Danicek was sentenced to
eight months in prison. When he was
released, he was denied readmission
to the university.

Czech society was now closed to
him; he had nowhere to go but to the
dissident periphery. Danicek was
among the first signers of *“Charter
77, the human rights petition in-
itiated by now-president Vaclav
Havel and around which the Czech
dissident movement formed. Like all
those who signed Charter ’77,
Danicek was permitted to work only
asalaborer. For 13 years he inspected
the purity of water sources; for much
of that time he lived alonein a trailer
in the forest. The Communists tried
to degrade the dissidents by turning
intellectuals into window washers and

furnace stokers. It was a uniquely
Communist punishment: proletarian
vindictiveness. By punishing the
dissidents in that way, the Com-
munist leaders revealed what they
really thought of physical labor: de-
meaning work, to be used as a
weapomn against their enemies.

But now the outcasts have become
an elite. When we met, Danicek had
just been appointed by the Jewish
community to edit its magazine. The
revolution had changed everything;
one of the students with whom
Danicek had sat in prison for singing
intherestaurant is now the mayor of
Prague. But while the conditions of
Danicek’s external life have sudden-
ly reversed, from underground pub-
lisher to community editor, I was cer-
tain that Danicek himself hasn’t
changed. The revolution didn’t free
Danicek; he had already freed
himself. ’

Enshrined typewriters

Danicek invited me to areunion of
Charter ’77. It would be the first
meeting of the dissidents since the
November revolution, the first time
they would be gathering not in the
secrecy of small groups but as a
triumphal movement.

Each of the 2,000 people who had
signed the Charter *77 statement had
been sent an invitation. Danicek said
he didn’t know if he could get me in
on his invitation, but he would try.
He suggested that on the morning of
the reunion we meet a block away
from where it was to be held, so that
we could find each other more easily,
away from the crowds. It was a
logical arrangement, but I wondered
whether setting up decoy places of
rendezvous came ‘to Danicek by
habit. )

The reunion was held on a Sunday
morning in an old hotel in central
Prague. No one checked for tickets,
and I followed Danicek through the
packed crowd, which filled the entry-
way and up the winding staircase,
People hugged each other and called
out the casual Czech greeting,
‘“Ahoy!l,”” taken from English
sailors’ slang. Almost everyone
seemed to be smoking, and some who
were not waved v-shaped fingers in
theair, looking to borrow a cigarette.

They resembled a random crowd
rather than a movement. There was
an old gentleman in a goatee and an
elegant woman wearing pearls, and
young men in T-shirts and headbands
with thin straight hair far down their
backs. Danicek, wearing a white
trench coat and smoking a cigarette
with deep intent, smiled at old friends
and then moved quickly on, avoiding
the great embrace.

In one room off the hall was a
samizdat exhibit. The glass cases held
a manual typewriter, thin paper on
which protest letters had been writ-
ten, even an underground jazz
magazine. It seemed here that the
struggle for good must always end

this way, with grand reunions and en-

shrined typewriters. In one glass case
was a Czech translation of Buber’s
Tales of the Hasidim that had been
published by Danicek’s press, Alef. I
said to Danicek, ““You are part of
Czech history.”” He smiled and
blushed.

Danicek introduced me to a young
man with long black hair and tufts of
black beard that resembled barbed
wire, who wore an Israeli flag pin on

~ hislapel. He gave me his card, a J uicy

Fruit Gum wrapper on the back of
which was stamped his name, Daniel
Kummerman. He said, ““If you have
any gum Wwrappers, save them for me.

I collect them.”’ )

When told that I was a journalist
working for American Jewish news-
papers, Daniel Kummerman offered
me his plan: ‘“We must get the
American Jews to organize a charter
flight for young Czech Jews to visit
Israel. Under the Communists we
weren't allowed to travel; now we
don’t have the money to travel. It is
an impossible situation. The Ameri- .
can Jews will pay, of course.””

Until the revolution, Kummerman
was the window washer in the Jewish
community building. Now he was
about to become editor of a new
Czech magazine on foreign affairs.
He said, *“People in the Jewish com-
munity will think of me as a window
cleaner for the rest of my life. They
will think it is my hobby.”

Kummerman briefly told me his
story. His father had survived the
Holocaust by emigrating to Eretz
Yisrael and then returned to
Czechoslovakia after the war. “He
was an assimilated, rich, soft Central
European Jew who couldn’t stand the
Middle East heat. My mother was a
quarter or an eighth Jewish, and the
Nazis didn’t take quarter or eighth

Jews to Auschwitz.”

Kummerman grew up in a small
town near Prague. He was baptized,
and for some time considered himself
a Catholic. ““I knew I was Jewish, but
it didn’t mean very much. But I was
always a Zionist, I learned Zionism
from my father. He divided the news
of the world into what was good for
Israel and what was bad for Israel.”

One day at university, a non-
Jewish friend took Kummerman for
lunch at the Jewish community’s
kosher dining room. Until then Kum-
merman hadn’t even realized that a
Jewish community existed in Prague.

continued on page 18
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The Mishpacha Choir, with Viadimir Merta

Prague

continued from page 3
“If you were a student, you’d get
lunch at the community very cheap,
so 1 started to come regularly. I at-
tended some lectures and started go-
ing to the synagogue. Once you get in-
terested in Judaism it draWS you in
more and more.”’

Like Danicek, Kummerman be-
came a dissident just as he was

- becoming a Jew. And as a Jew, he
‘found Charter 77 a very hospitable

place. He said: ““The government

“used ‘Zionism’ as a dirty word, to at-

tack Jews and also non-Jews it didn’t

“like. So naturally Zionism was con-

sidered a friendly idea in Charter.”’

No one at the reunion seemed to
take notice of Kummerman’s Israeli
flag pin. It belonged here. among
these people of goodwill, just as
Alef’s books belonged in the exhibit

- on Czech samizdat. Nowhere else in -

. Eastern Europe had I seen such an

easy integration of Jewish culture into

" a dissident movement as here in

Prague. Those Jews who had been in-
volved in dissident activities elsewhere

Importers/
Manufacturers

on guitar.

in Eastern Europe—like Solidarity
leaders Adam Michnik and Bronislaw
Geremek—were almost always assi-
milated, while members of the Jewish
community kept far from confronta-

tion with authorities. Only here had

a group of young religious Jews felt
sufficiently at home to join their
country’s political and cultural
struggles.

Their loyalty had been reciprocated
by the Czech intelligentsia. Danicek
told me that just before the revolu-
tion, Charter *77 had issued a four-
page policy statement on Jewish
issues. That statement condemned
the government’s anti-Zionism as a
new form of. anti-Semitism, and
demanded that Czech Jewish history
and culture be taught in the schools.
And it denounced the government for
deliberately concealing the fact that
of the 360,000 Czech citizens killed by
the Nazis, more than 200,000 were
Jews.

The crowd in the hotel lobby
moved to a large adjacent room,
which seemed to be a theater. A cur-
tain hung suspended over a stage,
round balconies lined the walls and
extravagant statues of idealized

women lept from the mouldings. A

We carry a beautiful selection of oriental
rosewood furniture and gift items at

- manufacturers discounted prices. Come
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theater was the most logical place for
a reunion of Czech dissidents. The
Czech revolution has been led by ar-
tists, and now the Czechs are the only
nation to be governed by artists.
Czechoslovakia values its artists the
way Poland values its priests, and for
the same reason: each group has been
its country’s protector of truth. If the
notion of art as redemptive still has
value anywhere, it is here in Prague.

On a single row of folding chairs
spread across the stage sit the former
leaders of Charter '77. Havel sits
toward the end of the row, staring at
his clasped hands.

Havel is introduced first. The
standing ovation lasts minutes. It is
not applause but an embrace. People
smile at Havel, as though he were
looking directly at them. But Havel
isn't looking at anyone. He glances
toward the ceiling, strokes his
mustache. Then he raises his fingers
intoa **v’’ and tries to smile. But no,
that is a pose for the crowds in the
square, not amiong friends., He
abruptly lowers his hand and stands
helplessly before the microphone,
waiting for the applause to end.

When everyone is seated, Havel
asks them to stand again. They stand.
Havel requests a minute of silence,
for the years between 1977 and 1989,
the years of lonely struggle. People
fall silent, hands at their sides. Thank
you, Havel says. And then heis gone.

Mishpacha

Later that afternoon, after many
speeches and ideological arguments
and bows from embarrassed heroes
retrieved from the audience, I left the
Charter reunion and went to a rehear-
sal of Prague’s Jewish choir. The
choir, called Mishpacha, Hebrew for
family, had been banned under the
Communists from performing out-
side of living rooms; one priest who
had invited Mishpacha to his church
was thrown out of his pulpit.

It seemed ludicrous that a choir—
and especially one whose repertoire
includes Israeli kindergarten songs
like “*Zum gali gali”’—should have
been considered subversive. Partly it
was because of the general Com-
munist policy against Jewish renewal.
But Mishpacha was especially de-
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tested because its members included
Charter *77 dissidents, like Hanna
Pavlat’s mother. Mishpacha had in
fact begun with Hanna’s family—her
husband, daughter, aunt and uncle.
Then the circle widened to include
half-Jews, quarter-Jews, non-Jews,
Jews who had become Christians,
Christians who had become Jews.
On this Sunday afternoon, about
two dozen people gathered inaroom
in the Jewish community building,
which since the revolution had open-
ed its doors to Mishpacha. The
singers included a man—Hanna’'s
uncle—in his 80s, and a young girl—
Hanna's daughter—age eight.
““Sanctify us with Your command-
ments,”” the choir sang, ““and give us
a place in your Torah.”” The voices
were remarkably harmonious; none
seemed to compete for prominence.
They were rechearsing for their
debut trip abroad—to Israel, as part
of President Havel's entourage. It
was fitting that a Czech premier, and

Havel in particular, would bethe first £

East European leader to visit Israel,

the first to make that gesture of f

friendship to the Jews. And it was
fitting, too, that Mishpacha, which
embodies Prague’s East European
miracle of interfaith intimacy, would
be invited to join him.

The choir was accompanied on the
guitar by a lean man with close-
cropped blond hair who chewed gum -
as he picked out the sad notes of
hasidic songs. He was Vladimir
Merta, the country’s most popular
folk singer, and a-non-Jew. During
the revolution, it was Merta who had
led the giant demonstrations in song.

After the rehearsal, I asked Merta
if we could meet to talk about his rela--
tionship to Jewish music. Merta sug-
gested that I accompany him back to
the Charter reunion, where he was
scheduled to perform that evening.

When we returned to the reunion,
the auditorium had been transformed
into a cabaret. Czechoslovakia’s
banned singers stood in red spotlights
and sang political anthems. People
sat at small tables on the balconies
drinking beer. A bar did big business;
there were no free drinks for the
heroes of the underground.

Merta and I sat on the steps leading
down from one of the balconies. He
spoke slowly, ironically, as he told me
about his conflicts with the govern-
ment; at times he had to pause to sign

© MALYAS VHANIM

——YEHH l}ﬂﬂ IN ISRARL —

"How come

some people
suddeniy know
- so much about
what's going on

in Israel?"

POlACToNG T ey 2 r
A[FIAT UNO 196 266
B | FIAT UNO - 45 231 301
C|FRDESCRT1.3AC| 284 364 ;
C'|SUBARU16A/C| 315 | 385 '
C*| FRDSIERRA 15 A] 357 427 :
U Lo 9 E NEWS FROM|
D[SUZUKI10 | 301 | 371 RUSALEM
E | SUBARU 1.6 364 434 : i
F |DAIHATSU 1.6PS| 378 448 1‘900’568‘NEWS
| G[SERRA1.8 | 560 | 630 Only $1 per minute
L |SUBARU1.6SWPS] 400 560 from anywhere in the U.S.'
§ S;’:)(;ssggm PS ;g g ;7 g News reports average 3-4 minures.
: CORPIO 2.0
. : : Super-Savertip: use aspeak-
N|MINTVANSUB. | 350 420 | erphone and a whole room-
M|M.BUS LUXPS AC| 630 | 700 Jul of people can hear the
' PECIAL PR FOR MONTHLY latest News from Jerusalem
RENTALS FHOM $75¢ DEC.D || forthe price of a single call.

{| A service of Dateline Jerusalem Inc.

&FREPY T.: 800-533-8 78;
L L 7 || 644 Emerson, Palo Alto, CA 94301

in NY: 212-629-6090
HEN GURI CATHEORT.S: EII.A‘I'
§ HER As: HM!—’A SJERUSALEMI
HKELON, & NE'I’ Pé'rA :'TELA\IW E:

Alr Condifloned & Heoted *

SCHECHTER'S

2 Hours More of
Sunshine daity
Opening:j

KOSHER HOTEL GLATT
YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME [RITIEIE:
: $28 Lowest Summer Rate In 8 Years §

Daily Per Person, Double Occupancy
ceii Including Meals & Entertainment

Phone TOLL FREE 1 -800-327-8165

Entire Oceantront Block 37t 1o 38th Sts. Miomi Beach :
SCHECHTER FAMILY Management
il L0 e )2 - e DR TRty 0 S Ly G 0 A 4P, & o e A

WE FLY
EL AL

v DISRAEL %

MARGARET MORSE IS PROUD TO BE THE ONLY AMERICAN
HONORED & AWARDED 3 MEDALS BY THE ISRAELI MINISTRY OF TOURISM

17 DAYS—INCLUDING 2 NITES IN EILAT
AND DEAD SEA SPA So,,

AUG. 5 o SEPT. 30 e OGTF-T
NOV. 11 —_SPECIAL FALL RATE!

Our

OCT. 16—-20 DAYS
_3 NITES IN EILAT
® ESCORTED BY MARGARET MORSE o

INCLUDES: R/T ON EL AlL—5 STAR HOTELS
2 MEALS DAILY & 2 SPECIAL LUNCHES
EXCITING NITE CLUBS & ENTERTAINMENT
CRUISE WITH LUNCH ON SEA OF GALILEE
12 DAYS INSPIRING TOURING—~FUN LINE DANCING

lg_;,L TIPPING INQLUDE[—)]
CORIENT DELIGHT

TOKYO  TAIPEI « HONG KONG * BANGKOK » SINGAPORE
20 DELUXE DAYS — OCTOBER 13

LAVISH BUFFET BREAKFAST DAILY — MANY DINNERS — NATIVE ENTERTAINMENT
SPEGTACULAR SIGHTSEEING — FULLY ESCORTED

continued an next page

PLEASE CALL FOR BROCHURES

MARGARET MORSE TOURS, INC.

17070 COLLINS AVENUE, SUITE 262, MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 33160

Call U.S.A. TOLL-FREE 1-800-327-3191

A JEWISH HERITAGE TOUR |

The Jewish Wo:ld
of Eastern Europe

Our 1990 programs feature 5 excntmg tours mciuding the
Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, Poland, Czechoslovakia & Israel.
See your travel agent or PHONE FOR OUR BROCHURE.,

800-323-2219 JHT TOURS, INC. 305.672-0729
%20 Lincoln Road, Suite 448, Miami Beach, Florida 33139

CLEARANCE
SALE!
20%-56% off

mfg. sugg. retail
(except $19.91 suits)
until Aug. 15th, 1990

URE
allerers
o from Seascamp
mew P
367 HEMPSTEAD AVENUE

WEST HEMPSTEAD, NEW YORK 11552
(516) 292-1320

the

This summer, everyone's coming to Davidman's Homowack for the fun

of it....on-premises: golf, ice-skating, bowling, indoor and eutdoor tennis
and s swim ming and much more. .. Plus top-notch entertainment, superb
glatt kosher cuisine, brand new lebhy and night club, and a professionally-
staffed, fully-equipped day camp for the kids.

Ask for our special 14 day vacation package. { 4ﬁ v
For reservations, call 212-279-7250 or 914-647-6800. /) (
Outside New York call toll-free 1-800-431-9035.

Bavidmamn'so
Hormovwack

Spring Glen, NY. 12483

JEWISH WORLDeJULY 27-AUGUST 2, 19



TRI-BORO

DESIGN/REMODEL
Since 1935

SERVING QUEENS, NASSAU & SUFFOLK
° RITCHENS « WINDOWS * BATHS « ALTERATIONS

Call for FREE Consultation
718/464-3400

000090+

GLEAMING $ERVIGE

House Cleaning and Office Cleaning
1 Serving all of Long Island & the New York areas
] o Senior Citizen Discount e

) For more information, call

t 718/723-5319 or 516/763-6390

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
We take pride in our work
and are very dependable

000000 ¢

PEPEPEY

213-25 ]arnzuca Avenue, Queens Vxllage |

LR n o o 4

404>+

>t

AR S oa o ca Ln oo o o

-4 OOt

F-00-0 00000

e

[SRAELOQ

WITH EMUNAH TOURS

EMUNAH FAMILY TOUR #2
Aug 20-31, 12 Days/10 Nites, 4-Star Hotels,
Brealdast, 6 Days Touring, Transfers

SUCCOT IN JERUSALEM
Departures 9/30 & 10/1 — RESERVE NOW

FRALL EXTRAVAGANZA

Oct 22—Nov 9, 19 Days/17 Nites, 4-Star Hotel,
Breakfast & Dinner, 8 Days Tﬂunng Transfers,
Including EL Al Airfare. 5-Star Package available.

BAR MITZVAHS M JERUSALEM
UNFORGETTABLE and AFFORDABLE

ELZVALTN.Z

BOOK ALL YOUR FLIGHTS WITH EMUNAH TOURS
When you travel with EMUNAH, you are helping our children in Israel

212-947-5454 800-225-5528

Emunah Tours

A Service of Emunah Women of America

$560

per person

%1860

per person

EL AL OFFERS MORE NONSTOP SERVICE
AND FLIES MORE PASSENGERS TO AND
FROM ISRAEL THAN ANY OTHER AIRLINE

Your payment is not decuctibln a3 5 cheritabla contnbution

JEWISH WORLDe=JULY 27-AUGUST 2, 19590

i s,
»

20

1 ¥ 4
T P T Y

o

Pra.gue

continued from previous page

autographs. He said: “‘I was on the
blacklist for five years; my album sat
inthe studio for 13 years. Once, after
being banned again, I wrotea letter to
the authorities: ‘Each time you ban
me I get more and more fans. So just
keep it up; it’s great for my career.’

“I wasn’t part of the dissident
movement; I didn't believe in demon-
strations. I hate crowds. I was in the
streets in 1968 [when the Soviets in-
vaded], and I saw how it is done: the
guy with the biggest mouth, probably
a provocateur, shouts a slogan and
everyone follows him. It’s degrading
when you can get so easily mani-
pulated. I didn’t think change could
come with demonstrations.

““But during the revolution I re-
alized I was wrong. In a certain situa-
tion only crowds can force quick
change, not individuals like me with
my songs. It was a humibling ex-
perience: the slogans of the crowds
were more lyrical and humorous than
my own songs. I didn’t know what I
could offer those people. Usually
when you perform you try to share
with the audience what is happening
inside you. But at the demonstrations
I found myself trying to express the
spirit of the crowds, which I felt was
very close to the spirit of hasidic
music.”

Merta joined Mishpacha through
his wife, Lucia, daughter of a Jewish
Communist. The hasidic melodies
Merta learned in Mishpacha were in-
stantly familiar to him: they sounded
like the songs of Bob Dylan, whom
Merta had once emulated in his own
music. ““Dylan’s songs are between A
major and A minor. Very Jewish. All

those years [ had been playing Jewish ‘

music without realizing it."’ :

Perhaps what moved Merta mast
about the hasidic songs are the
prayers that form their Iyrics. ““They
were not like any prayers I had ever
heard. There was none of the usual
bargaining: please help me to be
healthy and have luck. The small
hasidic singer doesn’t ask anything
for himself. There is no individuali-
ty of the author in the lyrics. The
songs are something like a love letter

to God. It's cutting your heart open -

and showing God what’s inside.”
Merta’s love for Jewish music had

in fact begun many years before he

joined Mishpacha. When he was 16,

he found a recording by a cantorinan .

antique shop; it was a eulogy for the
victims of Treblinka. Merta was so
moved by the music that he went to
the Israeli Embassy in Prague and
asked for information om Jewish
music.

*“I feel a great emotional connec-
tion between Czechs and Jews," he
said to me. *“What the Czech people
suffered can’t of course be compared
to the Jews. But we also took on some
small burden of suffering in history.

““Jews were chosen by God to go
through the worst—and thef to see
how the survivors would live and
what they would teach the world.
Thereis a kindness in Jews that comes
from their religion and their history.
Look at the films of the Czech Jewish
director, Milos Forman. He’s not a
religious Jew but in his films there is
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Vaclav Maly.

‘Religion has a chance to
put forward values that
Communists destroyed.’

a sympathy—a Jewish sympathy—
for human mistakes. Even after the
Holocaust, Jews are still giving out
love to the world.””

Merta laughed and said, ** Actual-
ly, I am one-sixteenth Jewish. But we
Czech Jews are rather provincial. We
only know how to sing.”

"MC to the revolution

You must meet Maly, Leo Pavlat
said to me. Vaclav Maly, a priest, had
been the Catholic Church’s most ac-
tive dissident. Maly had been thrown
out of his pulpit by the government,
and had worked for 10 years as a fur-
nace stoker and a toilet cleaner. He
had been beaten, imprisoned and in-
terrogated almost 300 times. *‘BEven
among dissidents, the persecution of
Maly was something special,”’ Pavlat
said. ““The police hated him because
ofhis religious faith. They knew they
could never break him, and it made
them crazy.”

Maly had been one of the main
organizers of the revolution MC-ing
the demonstrauons, he had also led
the crowds in prayer. At 39, he was
likely the most revered religious
figure in the country. Many con-
sidered him the spiritual if not formal
head of Czech Catholicism. Maly was
also known as a friend of the Jews;
after therevolution he had organized
Prague’s first public interfaith
meeting and had invited Mishpacha
to perform.

Maly had no phone, so Danicek,
who was a friend of Maly’s, went to
his apartment and arranged a meeting
for me. One afternoon I visited Maly
in his church. On a bulletin board in
the hallway was this handwritten sign:
**Jesus comes from a Jewish environ-
ment. In the Jewish community

where Jesus lived, they prayed and
sang Psalms and celebrated Jewish
holidays. The most famous of these
holidays was Passover. Jesus kept all
these Jewish rituals.’”” The intent of
this message was clear: to teach Chris-
tians an appreciation for Jewish life.

Nothing I had been told about
Maly prepared me for the man [ met.
I didn’t notice if he is short or tall,
handsome or plain; I was drawn aonly
to his eyes. They are fearless, but also
tender. Maly looks at you and you
feel at once exposed and comforted,
He conveys the total commitment,
and the surrender, of a martyr. Yet
there was nothing grim about him; he
laughed often and with pleasure.

Maly told me that he had recently
written an article about the connec-
tion between the Hebrew words
“‘shalom,” peace, and *‘shalem,”
wholeness. ‘‘People don’t understand
the meaning of peace,”’ he said.
“Peace is not something you can
demonstrate for, or negotiate. Sorry:
it doesn’t depend on political
ideology. It is a quality of being. To
make peace you must already be at
peace, you must be whole within
yourself.”’

I asked Maly what qualities he
thinks are necessary to spiritually
transform Czechoslovakia, to place
the miracle of the revolution at the
center of a new Czech consciousness.

He said: ‘‘Religion now has an
enormous chance to change society.
To put forward values that the Com-
munists destroyed, like trust, and
faith, and sacrifice for the common
good.

“‘But the influence of religion will
depend on its inner strength, on the
quality of its faith. It is very difficult
to talk about faith in God. Peaple
think that faith means belief in fixed




truths, But faith is a personal decision
to rely on God, to base one’s actions
on thereality of God’s presence. The
Jews in Egypt walking with God
through the desert: that is the mean-
ing of faith.

““We have to shift our entire
religious approach, from teaching
dogma to feeling God in our lives.
That is how Jews and Christians will
understand each other. Until now we
have talked about politics and
theology, but we haven’t had a real
dialogue. We should be talking about
how to walk before God in the desert.

““The mistake that Christians made
was (o divide too much between the
Old and New Testaments. The Old
Testament was seen only as a prelude
to the New. We have to approach the
Old Testament as a value in itself, and
most of all to return to the prophetic
tradition, to the direct experience of
hearing the word of God. That is the
religious tradition that Jews and
Christians both value. Christians
should understand the Jewish life of
Jesus. Jesus didn’t fall from heaven.
Sorry: he came from the Jewish pro-
phetic tradition.”

There was a knock on Maly’s door,
and a middle-aged man entered, “Ex-
cuse me, Father,” hesaid. “But I was
passing by and realized that this is
your church. I just want to tell you
that we love you, Father. Thank you
for everything you did for us.”’

Maly said, “*It was my duty.”

Theman left and Maly continued,
as though nothing unusual had just
happened. He said: ““After 40 years
of suppression, there is the tempta-
tion in the Church to return to trium-
phalism. One must block it; it would
be very dangerous. We should in-
troduce biblical tradition not as an
ideology but an offering. Religion
should be based on hands bound
before God, on humility, on prayer.

““Christians and Jews in East Euro-
pean societies now have a chance to
make God real againin our lives. We
speak of God as an object. But God
is among us and in us. We have to
forget this primitive teaching of God
as an old grandfather. God is real;
God is alive. Sometimes I feel God so
near to me that He is more real than
myself.”"

I asked Maly about his life as a
dissident. ““I sat in prison for seven
months—a very, very short time,”” he
said, almost apologetic. Then he
added, laughing, *‘But they detained
me for every communist holiday.””

Andhow did you become a furnace
stoker?

“When they would not let me serve
as a priest I wanted to become a
nurse. But the police were afraid that
I would influence the patients. So
then I wanted to be a window cleaner.
But they didn’t want me to meet other
dissidents who were also cleaning
windows. So I became a furnace
stoker.” Maly laughed, without a
trace of bitterness, as though he had
just told the punchline of a joke,

I wanted to ask Maly what had in-
spired his faith during his years as an
enforced laborer. But then I realized
he had already told me, For Maly, the
great example of faith is the Jews
leaving Egypt and being led by the
Pillar of Fire. I imagined Maly stok-
ing his furnace, with great patience
and attention to detail, accepting his
life without thought of the future, as
though walking through the desert
with the presence of God. O

Under the supervison *
.of ® Labs

Now taking
reservations -
for the {
*"High Holidays -
and Succos

Owners - Managers
Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Fischer
Mr. and Mrs. Harty Feldinger
516-431-3700

405 East Broadway, Long Beach, N.Y. 11561

FIFTH AYE. CATERERS PROUDLY PRESENTS ITS NEWEST LOCATION..

KD BASSY

4 EAST. '
- FRANKLIN SQUARE
BnoarLYn USTYO ’Ji];‘l?-i oA JEREDAFFAIR NASSAU COUNTY
- 5 ,i_‘ S| o Cresl Hollow
CouNTAY CLup . S A S Counlry Cluly
H EXCLUSIVE “ltﬁ?—'!w LIV . " *

. A

OF GREAT NECK |

B Mer

—=——-0UEENS.

s i ne iotl.
aphardic J:Iwis 1 Conlor Mﬂ rrioft
KEW QARDENS HEIORDALE
WIITESTONE SUFFOLK COUNTY ——
Jewish Cenler
: HUNTINGTON
LITTLE NECK
ot DEDICATED TO TOWN HOUSE

Jowi:
—Gnow |  TRADITION & ELEGANCE FOR

~— WESTCHESTER ——

NIVERDALE  RIVERDALE CLOSE TO HALF A CENTURY GLEN ops:
e LN, ISLAND CASING ﬁ'{
djigﬁg Many Other Choice Locations NowRlochatie s
e G Available Pius T
STATEN ISLAND
S . . OFF PREMISES 5’?;}%‘-’”
" commecTicur CATERING

AT THE LOCATION OF YOUR CHOIGE
INCLUDING YOUR HOME, TEMPLE,

RYE TOWNSHIP

STAAWBERRY HILLS

SYNAGOGUE HILTON
Stamlard CLUB OR OFFICE Ay Town
e T [T~ NEW JEASEY

ALL LEADING ' ' NT-TELEPHD BEN 1neton ron

N.Y.C. HOTELS E BOMERSEY PARBIPANY
EMEFA IO CER TREVISTAVYAL DORF - - vl

P“V:nnulrnl“-'ﬂ‘tulﬂm . i, el . t;gg‘ﬂ"‘“ m'&?xignsce

POOSEVELT/H Y HILTON Tarnack

IT COSTS OVER $150,000 TO RAISE

Being a parent, you know how
expensive children can be. Espe-
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All day. Tree.

% THE NEW 9

RESORT HOTEL LOCH SHELDRAKE,

NEW YORK 12759
A Resorts of the World Hotel

Toddler Program * Hiking and Jogging Trails * Antique Seminar Weeks

e

When You ‘Demand
Elegance and Privacy for
Your Social Affairs...

Come to the

Roslyn Country Club
Club Drive ® Roslyn Heights
Where Your Affair Will

Be One to Remember

ELEGANT CATERING ON 10 ACRES OF
BEAUTIFUL GARDENS
OUTDOOR PATIO AVAILABLE

IMPECCABLE SERVICE
ALL SOCIAL & BUSINESS FUNCTIONS
(516) 621-0333

OFF ROSLYN RD. %2 MILE SOUTH OF L.1.E. & .
¥ MILE SOUTH OF NORTHERN STATE PKWY.

S _
MORIAH HOTELS

invites you to
PICK and PLAN

your own stay in I srael

) $ 3 a night i
for just i p.p.dbl. oce.

Minimum stay 10 nights with tree transfer.
Stay with us for 7 nights and pay only $40 a night p.p. dbl. oce

PLACES: Moriah Jerusalem,
Moriah Plaza Tel Aviv,

*Moriah Dead Sea, *Tiberias Plaza

“Maximum stay 1 to 2 nights mid-week

- DATES: March 1 through
November 15, 1990

High season supplement $8 per person. April, May and October

GUEST OF HONOB:.YOU!

RSVP: Call your travel agent or Moriah Hotels
212/541-5009 - -
outside NY State 800/221-0203 ‘

All rates are subject to 15% service charge.

.

EWISH WORLD=JULY 27-AUGUST 2, 1990 21



