The end of the ‘anti-fascist” Germany

By YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI

EAST BERLIN—I almost didn’t
get a visa to East Germany. I had
bought my plane ticket without in-
quiring about East German visa
regulations, assuming that the Berlin
" Wall was now permeable for foreign-
ers as well as Germans. That seemed
. tome alogical assumption; one of the
first acts of post-communist govern-
ments all over Eastern Europe had
been to open their borders to the out-
side world. Foreigners were no longer

subjected to month-long waits for

visas while the secret police checked
their histories for anti-socialist activi-
ty; tourists, no longer spiritual
subversives, had regained their in-
nocence.

Still, just to be certan, a few days
before I was to leave I called the Paris
consulate of the German Democratic
Republic. the G.D.R., as East Ger-
many is formally known. An official
there told me: ‘“You must apply for
avisa two months before entering the
G.D.R.”

I said, “‘But that’s impossible. I
have a ticket for this coming Wednes-
day.”’

The official was sympathetic. He
said, ‘‘Here is what you do. Get a day
visa at the Wall—that is no problem
—and go straight to your hotel, There
they will arrange your visa.”’

“‘But I'm planning to stay with a
friend. CanI get a visa at a police sta-
tion? "’

“I'm afraid not. Once vou are in-
side the country, only hotels can ar-
range your visa.’’? o

He had one more suggestion for
me. ‘‘Stay in a hotel for your first
night, get your visa there, and then go
stay with your friends. And be sure
they take you to register with the
police.”’ ;

“‘But why do I have to register with
the police?”’

He said, his tone still friendly,
“‘Because we have to know the loca-
tions of all aliens in the country.”’

That phrase stayed with me: Four
months after the G.D.R.’s democra-
tic revolution, a government official

still spoke of tourists as aliens whose .

presence needed to be monitored.
Aside from the unexpected sympathy
of that official, nothing seemed to
have changed. The old system—with
its impossibly arcane laws, whose
purpose seemed only to harass and
control—would not be reformed, or
even gradually dismantled. Instead,
it would be preserved whole, until the
time came for it to be swallowed into
West Germany, obliterated.

" tried to book a room, but every
hotel I phoned was filled. Desperate,
I called Thomas Simon, of the
G.D.R.-U.S.A. Friendship League.
His name had been given to me by an
American journalist, who said ho
could be useful for contacts. I told
Simon I was a journalist working for
American Jewish newspapers, and I
explained my problem to him. He of-
fered at once to help me: I had only
to come to his office when I arrived in
East Berlin and fill out a form. His
organization would sponsor my visa.
It was an unexpected kindness; and I
felt that it was Simon’s way of

The entrance to the Sachsenhausen concentration camp.

The leaders of the GDR—many of
whom had been interned at
Sachsenhausen and other Nazi
camps—intended not merely to uproot

| Nazism...but to reverse it.
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welcoming a Jew to the G.D.R,
I'had imagined Simon to be an old
man in a shapeless gray suit with very
thin lapels, on which would be pinned
aredstar or a medallion from World
War II. But he was a tall and lean
41-year-old in jeans, with black hair
falling in strands over his ears and
nearly into his eyes. I liked him im-
mediately: he seemed a serious, even

- brooding man, but one whose interest

in people protected him from self-
obsession. He was friendly, but
cautious, waiting to see who I was
before revealing too much of himself.
I felt he would reciprocate whatever
was offered him, that he was capable
in equal measure of generosity and
hardness.

I told Simon I was interested in
meeting people who cared about the
G.D.R., and who regarded its demise
as aloss, even a tragedy: That pleased
him. He took out his miniature phone
book, most of whose pages were no
longer bound. ““I’ve had it for years,”’
e said, smiling. He was not aman in-
terested in appearances.

Simon gave me the names of some
‘riends, including one Jewish Com-
munist who had returned to the
G.D.R. after the war. Simon said,
““There are only a few thousand Jews
inthe G.D.R. Most people here have
never even met a Jew. It’s like in the
States, where communists are a
strange breed. Americans were
shocked when I told them I was a
Communist.”’

Simon looked at me, to see whether
I, too, was shocked to find myself in

the company of a Communist. But I
respected his integrity; he could hard-
ly be accused of opportunism for
declaring himself a Communist in to-
day’s G.D.R.

I asked Simon what personal ex-
periences had led him to link his iden-
tity with communism, Had he simp-
ly been taught communism at school
and in the youth group, or was there
a deeper connection? He said: ‘‘Be-
fore the war, my parents had been
Social Democrats. In the time just
after Hitler came to power, before it

" became too dangerous, they par-

ticipated in small acts of resistance.
Very small, like joining a secret May
Day celebration in a forest in 1934.
They did it more for themselves, to
keep their own humanity, rather than
with any real hope of changing the
system.”’

Simon’s father, drafted during the
war, served in the medical corps, and
then voluntarily surrendered to the
Americans. He was brought to a
POW camp in the American South.
There, he was shocked to see that
German POWSs were treated better
than black GIs. He returned to Berlin
after the war; when the cold war
began, he recalled his encounter with
American racism, and was convinced
that justice was not on the side of the
West. He joined the Communist
party.

Simon was born in 1949; he said to
me, with a small smile, “I’m a few
days older than the G.D.R.”’ Simon
was raised on stories of the war. His
parents told him of a family friend, a

resistance fighter who was captured
and committed suicide rather than
betray the names of his colleagues;
Simon wondered whether those
names mcluded his parents. He read
books about anti-Nazi resistance
fighters, and identified with Germans
who had fought in the Soviet Army

- against Germany. He felt grateful to

have been born in the Germany
founded by Communists who had
resisted the Nazis, the “‘anti-fascist’’
Germany, as the G.D.R. called itself.

I asked Simon, ‘“Wasn’t the Berlin
Wall abetrayal of the G.D.R ’s anti-
fascism?’’

He said, “‘I was a border guard at
the Wall for three years, from 18 to
21. Inever shot anyone, but to be very
honest, I would have. T volunteered
for this—I wanted active duty, I
wanted to serve the G.D.R. How can
I justify this? ‘Liberty is acceptance
of reality’—we were taught this
phrase by Marx. My understanding
of freedom was that there are always
limitations. There is no such thing as
absolute freedom: in the West too
there are limits on personal freedom,
It seemed to me thatinthe G.D.R. at
that time, one of the necessary limita-
tions on freedom was not to leave to
the West.””

““Why was it a necessary limita-
tion?”’

“‘Before the Wall went up, I saw

how much damage West Germany’

was doing to the G.D.R. by economic
sabotage. They were trying to create
a brain drain here, to destroy the
G.D.R.’s economy. I knew cases of

the West German secret service ac-
tually warning people—falsely—that
they were about to be arrested by the
G.D.R. police and offering them
refuge in the West, to increase the
numbers of refugees.

““When the Wall was built, T had’
very mixed feelings. My grandmiother
lived in'West Berlin, and now we were
cut off. But I saw the political necessi-
ty of it. If not for the Wall, the
G.D.R. would have been destroyed in

~ the early 1960s."’

‘“Thomas, was it necessary to shoot
people at the Wall?”’

“It’s a question of morality. States
must decide on when to apply the
death penalty.*’

''Is death an appropriate penaity
for people trying to leave a country?’’

“No, not now."’

**And before?’’

‘‘No one would have followed the
law otherwise. There was also a
responsibility on the Western side. 11
you motivate people to cross, even if
you know they can get shot—"’

““Weren't there people who sin-
cerely wanted to leave, even without
Western prodding?”’

‘Heavoided the question, and said
instead, ““The G.D.R. in the '60s and
’70s, even in the *80s, was not a coun-
try where you couldn’t live.”

I had other questions for Simon.
He had said that it was the Wall that
insured the survival of the G.D.R.;
yet hadn’t the Wall in fact destroyed
the G.D.R. by reinforcing the re-
gime’s illegitimacy among its own
people? And, moreimportant, could
any system be worth preserving if it
meant shooting your own people try-
ing to leave it?

But there was no point in asking
these questions; Simon’s position was
clear. I felt myself recoiling from him,
imagined him standing atop the
Berlin Wall, his face hard behind a
searchlight. -

But then I thought of myself at the
age Simon had been when he volun-

teered for guard duty at the Wall. At

18, I had been an activist in the
American protest movement for
Soviet Jewry. Nothing then was more
important to me than freeing Soviet
Jewry; I was willing to justify the
most outrageous acts of violence and
terrorism if those contributed to the
cause.

At first glance, Simon and I seemed
opposites. He had defended Soviet
power, while I had tried to subvert it.
And yet I felt a certain kinship with
Simon. For both of us, World War II
had been our starting-point, against
which we tested our moral and poli-
tical decisions. The war taught us ex-
tremity, to view all politics as an epic
battle between good and evil. And it
taught us to protect, at all cost, that
which we considered precious. For
Simon, that had meant protecting the
G.D.R., creation of the anti-Nazi
Germans; for me, it had meant
retrieving the last community of East
European Jews, cheating the Nazis of
another victory. We had this, too, in
common: both of us had fought
retroactive wars against Hitler.

But more than the kinship of an

continued on page 12
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ideologue, I recognized in Simon my
own struggle against the limits of
ideology. Neither of us had staved as
we were; as we grew older, we had
both struggled to remain loyal to our
original ideals even as we ac-
knowledged other truths.

Simon said, “When I was 16, and
Biermann [a dissident folksinger] was
banned, I accepted the judgment of
the authorities. I adapted too easily to
the system. But over the years I slowly
changed. Especially once I began
working for the G.D.R.-U.S.A.
Friendship League. Here [ met artists
and others with different views. They
influenced me, and broadened me.
Not on the basic political issues; I re-
mained a communist. But I came to
realize, for example, that it was silly
and unhealthy for us to be separate
from the world.

‘I knew that I couldn’t affect na-
tional policy. So I decided to fulfill
my ideals in a sphere that I could in-
fluence. That’s what I have tried to
do, bringing people from the U.S.
and the G.D.R. into contact. I had
the chance to give at least a few peo-
pleinthe G.D.R. the chance to travel

"in the U.S. When I look back on the
work I did here, it’s difficult for me

to know how much I did that was °

dogmatic, and how much I helped
openup the G.D.R. I know that both
tendencies are in me.”’

Apocalypse

The cobblestone road from the
gate of the Sachsenhausen concentra-
tion camp ends at a museum devoted
to “‘anti-fascist’’ resistance. At the
entry is a large stained glass mural,
which depicts gaunt, bent men in
striped prison uniforms, gathering

_around a red flag. The stained glass
evokes a shrine, and that effect is
deliberate. If communism—as one
old German Communist told me—
was a revelation, then World War 11
was its apocalypse, the battleground
between light and darkness from
which the East German millennium
emerged.

Theleaders of the G.D.R.—many
of whom had been interned in
Sachsenhausen and other Nazi
camps—intended not merely to
uproot Nazism, to break with the
German past, but to reverse it. The
G.D.R. would replace fascism with
brotherhood, racial superiority with
equality, militarism with a policy of
peace. ‘Moral alchemy: conjuring
from Nazi Germany the ideal socialist
society.

In the beginning, it seemed that the
G.D.R. might at least partly fulfill its
promise. Denazification—never seri-
ously attempted in West Germany—

* was drastically implemented here.
The police, the courts, the schools
were purged of Nazi collaborators.
After the war, 90 percent of all
teachers were fired in the Soviet zone
of Berlin. Thomas Simon’s father,
with only seven years’ education, had
been made a teacher, simply because
of his anti-Nazi credentials. West
Germany tried to distance itself from
the Nazi past, while East Germany at-
tempted to undo it. ““The West Ger-
mans paid for Nazi crimes with
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- the triumph of good over absolute

nwoney, " one G.oR. Comumnunist

said tome. ‘‘But we paid by trying to
build a socialist Germany.’’

It was this notion of radically
transforming the German national
character that attracted so much in-
itial sympathy for the G.D.R. Hun-
dreds of anti-Nazi German writers
and artists who had gone into exile
during the Hitler era returned to the
G.D.R. after the war, a mini “‘in-
gathering of the exiles.”” They be-
lieved that Germany, humbled by the
suffering it had caused, would be the
first nation to create a humane
socialism: that the G.D.R. would
become a light to the nations.

It is, perhaps, no coincidence that
the G.D.R. experience—with its
founding legends of ingathering the
exiles and becoming a light to the
world—echoed the birth of Israel.
The G.D.R. and Israel were the two
countries created as aresult of World
War II; each sawits own national ex-
istence in mythic terms, as proof of

evil. Both nations saw the essence of
their national mission as reversing the
consequences of Nazism: for Israel,
transforming its victims into a self-
reliant people; for the G.D.R., trans-
forming its collaborators into benign,
selfless socialists. Just as Israeli
schoolchildren are taken to Yad

Vashem, Jerusalem’s. Holocaust |

memorial, so were G.D.R. children
taken to Sachsenhausen.

And yet, an Israeli identity was suc-
cessfully created, while a G.D.R.
identity collapsed, or perhaps had
never been formed.

The more thoughtful people here,
and especially those who cared about
the G.D.R., are now asking them-
selves: How is it possible that a na-
tional identity, relentlessly pushed for
40 years, could disintegrate in a mat-
ter of months? And with so little ap-
parent regret on the part of most of
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Thomas Simon

‘My understanding
of freedom was that
there are always
limitations.’

the G.D.R.’s people? What had
created this sense of national
rootlessness?

At least part of the answer lies in
the G.D.R.’s official perception of
World War II, its founding myth.
The G.D.R. taught its people that
Nazism was the demented but in-
evitable result of capitalism. By
transforming ‘‘Nazism’’—a specific
name for a unique event in history—
into the more general ‘‘fascism,”’ the
G.D.R. removed the Third Reich
from its real ideological context. The

Ao

‘political motive for dehisioriciziug
Nazism was obvious; by blurring the
distinction between Nazism and other
forms of repression, the Communists
could then taint their enemies—from
Reagan’s America to Kohl’s Ger-
many—with demonism.

The effect of the governmeni's
abuse of “‘anti-fascism’’ was disas-
trous for the G.D.R.’s national iden-
tity. Rather than accept the notion
that the capitalist West was somehow
Nazi, many East Germans grew cyni-
cal toward the government’s “‘anti-
fascist”’ pronouncements. And “‘anti-
fascism,’’ the moral basis of a
G.D.R. identity, became synonym-
ous with government propaganda.
One young East Berlin Jew, who had
been raised in a Communist home,
told me, “Every day our teachers
talked about anti-fascism. Alsoin the
newspapers everything was fascism
and anti-fascism. The West’s policies
were fascist, the G.D.R.’s policies
were anti-fascist. The whole purpose
of this was to justify the Communist
Party: ‘We are the best because we are
anti-fascist.” But everyone knew what
the Communist Party was. So what
did anti-fascism mean?”’

By using anti-fascism to legitimize
every government policy, the G.D.R.
cheapened its own founding myth.
Worse, it used anti-fascism to justify
policies. which were themselves
repressive—in a word: fascist.

And that, finally, is the irony that
undermined the G.D.R.’s national
identity. For instead of reversing the
German past, as it had intended to
do, the G.D.R. created another ver-
sion of German totalitarianism. It
wasnot capitalist West Germany but
the ‘‘anti-fascist’” G.D.R. that
demanded obedience to the state and
that shot people trying to escape the
country and deported dissidents who
were trying to stay. Perhaps worst of
all, the G.D.R. abused the trust of
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Broniman addsd, “We believe
the next step in the process is to
arcive at arrangements for ap-
propriate material amends on the
part of East Germany for crimes
of the Nazis, as has aiready been
imphmwgd by West Germany.”’

Benjamin Meed, president of

the Amesican Federation/Gather-
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g t is what effect the
wmm in preventing
any repetition of the Holocaust in
the future.*”

Amﬂlg;w Burton Levinzon,
national chairman of the
Anti-Defamation League of Bnai
Brith, the East German declara-
tion *‘demonstrates that the coun-
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“Wmﬁoﬂ of historical
fact,” and “a hopeful sign that
the planned reunification of Lier-
many will be a pesitive develop-
tmeut.”
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Liose who believed in iLs promise &
who, in trying to atone for the Ger
man past, discovered that thev. too.
had become accomplices in evil.

What madness?

Thomas Simon sent me to hi.
friend, Carl Ordnung. Ordnung
round-taced and middle-aged, was
the advisor on “‘peace and security
issues’’ for the Christian Democratic
Union, the C.D.U., the conservative
party favoring immediate German
reunification, which was to win the
elections a few days after I met Ord-

- nung, Ordnung’s politics are the op-

posite of the party he works for. In
the lobby of the C.D.U., where Ord-
nung has his office, is a giant poster
of West Germany’s chancellor, Hel-
mut Kohl; but Ordnung’s small office
is crowded with posters supporting
Third World causes, Chile, South
Africa, Angola, Palestine.

1 asked Ordnung how he reconciled
his left-wing sympathies with working
for the C.D.U.

Helaughed and said, “‘It’s just my
job.”

Ordnung had worked many years
for the C.D.U. Until the revolution in
November 1989, the C.D.U. had
been in effect a Communist-con-
trolled party; the regime had used the
C.D.U. to confirm the G.D.R.’s
pretense of being a multi-party
democracy. After the revolution, the
C.D.U. became instantly conser-
vative; but Ordnung’s politics hadn’t
changed.

I asked him if he was planning to
vote for the C.D.U. He laughed
again. ““Oh no. I’m against reunifica-
tion. Why must there be one German
state? If there is an independent
Austria, whynot a G.D.R? I'm afraid
of a big Germany. That was my
generation’s experience.”’

Ordnung told me his story. He was
drafted into the German army on
Christmas, 1944, at the age of 17. He
was wounded in a training accident
before being sent to the front, and
spent the rest of the war in a military
hospital. “‘Fortunately, I didn’t have
to shoot at anyone.”

In 1945, Ordnung looked at the
ruins of Germany and asked himself:
How could this have happened?
‘What madness had taken over us?
The values of the German middie
class had offered no immunity
against Nazism; even Ordnung’s
father, a Social Democrat, a decent
man, had respected the Nazis for
restoring German power and pres-
tige. Of all the political groups, only
the Communists had gone under-
ground and fought the Nazis.
Perhaps the Communists had to be.
given a chance to build a better Ger-
many.

Ordnung didn’t become a Com-
munist himself; he was a religious
man, a believer in a higher determi-
nant than historical materialism. Still,
a German, especially of his genera-
tion, could not ignore politics and
seek refuge entirely in religion; it was
through politics that evil had come in-
to his country, and through politics
that it would have to be purged.

Ordnung accepted the division of
Germany as the judgment of God.
And he was grateful at least to find
himself in the anti-fascist part of the
country. In West Germany they
spoke in the old war-like terms, spoke
of ““containing’’ communism; while



the G.D.R.’s leaders constantly in-
voked peace. The G.D.R. promised
to fulfill Ordnung’s deepest prayer:
that from Germany, place of war,
would go forth the message of ‘“‘no
more war.”’ And so Ordnung offered
himself to the political judgments of
the G.D.R.

_ For 30 years, Ordnung coordinated
the Christian Peace Conference. The
conference was sponsored by the
C.D.U., but the government had no
reason to be displeased with it: it pro-
moted almost entirely the Soviet
bloc’s “‘anti-imperialist’’ foreign
policy. The *‘socialist’’ and Third
World blocs were for peace, the West
was against peace. Ordnung travell-
ed to left-wing peace conferences
around the world as a representative
of the Christians of the G.D.R. The
government kriew it could trust him
not to deviate from its own line—not
because he was intimidated by Com-
munist power but because he believed _
in its benign intentions.

I asked, ‘“Were you serving the
cause of peace, or Soviet foreign
policy?”’ :

Ordnung said, ‘I did find some of
the rhetoric at our meetings too stri-
dent. I was hoping for less confron-
tation, and more synthesis between
East and West.”’

The posters on Ordnung’s walls are
not strident: flowers and smiling
children instead of fists and
Kalashnikovs. They promise peace
and happiness, rather than revolu-
tionary justice. Even the PLO
poster—bearing the sinister name
“*Fateh’’—offers a benign vision of
human solidarity: a menorah
sprouting into a cross and capped by
a Moslem crescent, and over this vi-
sion of human solidarity the words,
*‘A unitary democratic non-sectarian
Palestine.””

And yet, however benign the
rhetoric, there was no hint of ““syn-
thesis’’ in Ordnung’s choice of
posters, no cause that didn’t fit into
the Soviet bloc’s worldview. Ordnung
surrounded himself with the right
slogans, reminders of the beauty and
goodness of the anti-fascist Germany.
If he ever had doubts about his work,
he needed only to look at the posters
on his wall and know that he was serv-
ing the right side.

I asked, “*Did you protest against
the treatment of dissidents in the -
G.D.R.?”

““Tused to argue about many things
with the chairman of the C.D.U, We
had fights all the time. And among
ourselves in the Peace Conference we
discussed the problems here.”’

“‘But not publicly?”’

‘‘Most of the criminal things that
happened here I didn’t really know
about, Government corruption, for
example. Or the way some people
were treated.”’ St

‘‘But you had to know that dis-
sidents were imprisoned.*’

“I knew that, of course. But I
didn’t know—well, for instance, I
really thought that the crimes of
Stalin were exaggerated.

“Don’t think I saw everythingina
positive light. In the early yearg of the
G.D.R., I worked as a teacher. Be-
cause [ was a Christian, I was forbid-
den to teach secondary school, only
primary school. But still I didn’t feel
a terrible oppression here. Well—I
had many possibilities to travel. To
Cuba, to Beirut. In my travels I could
compare the G.D.R. with other

socialist countries, and I felt we were,
relatively speaking, the most liberal.
The G.D.R. was the only socialist
country with a multiparty system. It
was the only country where you
couldn’t really speak of the persecu-
tion of churches. The government
said, ‘Only conservative Christians
are bad, progressive Christians are
good.” In Cuba, Christians were
amazed to hear that we actually had
‘a Christian party here.”’

““But it was a puppet party.”’

‘“Yes, well, that’s true. But if you

have such parties, you can develop

—ISRAEL

BAR-BAT MITZVAH

separate aims. Because we had a
Christian party, church leaders could
come and ask us for help. The party
had three publishing houses; we could
publish theology. Of course you
needed permission from the Marxists
for each book. So we had a struggle.
There was Marxist interference, but
we had room to maneuver. We could
develop relations with Christians in’
other countries, sometimes more con-
trolled, sometimes less.”’
My eyes kept drifting from Ord-
nung toward the posters on the walls.
continued on next page
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CALL FOR OUR LOW FLAT RATES
AND TAKE 10% OFF

with this ad — exp. 6/29/90

212/289-7272 outside N.v.c. 800-82-JAFFA
- Fax 21 2/289-1298 iic. by NYC Taxi & Limo Comm.

o
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One Peole

CLAL-The National Jewish Center for Learning
and Leadership s pleased to announce that
Peggy and Alan Tichman will receive the Clal
Yisrael Award at “In Concert for One People”

That evening we will also recognize

four

: cotples
as Shomrim {Guardians of Jewish Unity}: Ronnis
and Michael E.5. Becher, Potricia and James
Fingeroth, Rita C. and Solomon B Rimerling,
and JoAnoe and Morton A. Kornreich.

The Tribute will take place on June 5, 1990 5t

Avery Fisher Hall, Lincoln Cester.

udith and Stephen Peck are co-chais for

the evening.

For barther information
please call
212-279-2525

)

il

MORIAH HOTELS

invites you to

PICK and PLAN
your own stay 'in Israel

. $37

a night
p.p. dbl. occ.

Minimum stay 10 nights with free transfer.
Stay with us for 7 nights and pay only $40 a night p.p. dbl. occ.

PLACES: Moriah Jerusalem,

‘Moriah Plaza Tel

Aviv,

*Moriah Dead Sea, *Tiberias Plaza

*Maximum stay 1 to 2 nights mid-week ;

DATES: March 1 through
November 15, 1990

High season supplement $8 per person. April, May and October.

cuest of honor: YOU!

RSVP: Call your travel agent or Moriah Hotels

212/541-5009

outside NY State 800/221-0203

All rates are subject to 15% service charge.
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WITS

Women's Institute for
Torah Studies

199

DWW NN 1O
NMISN DO T

-aﬂ@'ng;?;‘*lf%-‘_ :
Scholars Program in Jerusalem in Hebrew
Academic Year 1990-91 (5751)

* We are looking for women college graduates with a
good command of Hebrew and the ability to analyze
primary Jewish sources.

* The program is built around Hevruta study and
includes courses in Tanach, Talmud, Phllosophy
and Halacha. 25 hours per week.

* A limited number of grants are available.

* Applications are due by May 1, 1990.

'ﬂ‘

For further information, contact:
llana Scheiner, 212-543-7317
or write:
MaTan-WITS, 17 Ben Yefuneh St
Baka, 93623 Jerusalem, Israel
Phone 011-972-2-731128

"“MEDIAWISE
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Malke Bina, Educational Director I

F or $150, 000 Stey
AnOceanfronth&dence

The Alexander is offering the rare
opportunity to own a 1, 2 or 3
bedroom oceanfront condomin-
ium at this prestigious location.
Own at the Residences at The

THE RESIDENCES

Alexander. And be a part of the
privileged few. For an appoint-
ment or more detailed informa-
tion, please call (305) 865-6500
or (305) 868-6000.

1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms

Germany

continued from previous page

They covered nearly every available
space, an international gallery of op-
pressed peoples. I asked Ordnung,
““Did it ever seem to you ironic to be
protesting against injustices abroad
but not in your own country?”’

He exhaled loudly and abruptly sat

back, as though struck. Then he said,
“We used to say, ‘Our external policy
is good, we are for peace, for libera-
tion movements. Not so many people
are imprisoned here.’ If you get in-
volved politically, you take a position
and decide that it is relatively the best
one. There is no ideal.’”

“Do you feel now that you took the
wrong position?”’

““Yes. But it is easy to be critical
now. It was different in the begin-

Up To

AT ﬂ':
Be A Part Of
T The Privileged Few. ;
[ 44 oo s INTERIORS AL EVANS, G.C. / NIBOR ENTERPRISES
522205 COLLINS AV ENUE, MIAMI B EA G H BT
make ref to this ad and to the d required by

Oral representation aannot be relied upon a5 correctly stating representation of the developer. For correct repr
section 71B.503, Florida Seatutes, to be Furnished by developer to s buyer or Leisce.

JEWISH WORLD=APRIL 20-26, 1990

ning. We had real denazification
here; in West Germany it was only a
show. And exiled German writers
returned tothe G.D.R. from all over
the world. We gave support to the
anti-apartheid movement, to the
Vietnamese—it’s not just a black pic-
ture.

““We saw the Vietnam War and
what the Americans did. We always
thought, ‘How can we criticizé our
country when imperialism is so
strong?’ Our leftist friends abroad
convinced us even more that we were
right. In West Germany I attended
Christian peace gatherings, and peo-
ple there criticized me for being too
moderate, for betraying socialism!*?

““How did you live with the Berlin
Wall?”

““I feel a great joy now that the
Wallis open. But in the past it wasn’t
so simple. West Germany was trying
to undermine the G.D.R. economy
and destroy us. The Wall protected a
weak economy from a strong one.

““My wife used to say to me, ‘It’s
not fair that only you can travel.’ I
couldn’t convince her that it had to be
s0. I would say it would not last very
long, that soon everyone would be:
allowed to travel.”

He paused, and then said slowly,
“When my son was 16, he tried to
leave the country, via Czechoslo-
vakia. He was caught and sentenced

to two and a half years in prison. It
was a very hard time for us. But even
that was not such a deep shock in my
socialist consciousness. I felt that
things were on the whole getting bet-
ter in the country, there was more in-
ternational recognition of the
G.D.R., there were some signs of
lxberahzatmn—”

“‘But how did you accept the im-
prisonment of your son? How could
you continue to be loyal to the
G.D.R.?”

“My son always did thingsin an ex-
aggerated way. Not only polmca.lly
So I said, Well, he’s exaggerated
again. If you look back, there are
many ways to justify your own deci-
sions.

““In the beginning I believed that
the problems with the government
would be overcome. Now we see the
result. What I feel is my own guilt—
I'and many of my friends didn’t try to
make criticism more openly. When
you look back, you realize that
sometimes you close your eyes to
things. I kept thinking it would get
better. Maybe had we protested—but
it’s so difficult to see things clearly
when you are in the middle of it all.
‘We wanted so much to believe in the

- anti-fascist Germany.’’ [J

This is the first of a three-part series.

GOLDFINE/GERI

TWO SUNNY PACKAGES

TWO HOUIDAY PACKAGHES FROM DAN HOTILS ©F ISRAEL

unshine
Tours

FEATURES

* Meeting and assistance at
the airport

* Arrival and departure transfers

* Bor6 full days of sightseeing in
deluxe airconditioned vehicles

* Professional, government-
licensed, English-speaking guides

Hotel Plan for GALA & ENCORE

* All enfrance fees, porterage and
service charges

* Full “Israeli Breakfast”

* “Israel Experience” multi-media
show

* 13 or 9 nights accommodation in
deluxe or superior hotels

Hotel !
Plan  Jerusalem Haifa Tel Avip
A  KingDavid  Dan Carmel Dan Tel Aviv
B Hyatt Dan Carmel Dan Tel Aviv
€ King David Dan Panorama  Dan Panorama %
B Hyott Dan Panoroma _ Dan Panorama ﬂ
All rooms regular grade. ]
-

HOW TO BOOK

For Reservations Call Your Travel Agent or:
Isroel Hotel Representatives Toll Free US.A. (800) 223-7773 N.Y.(212) 752-6120

The Dans of lerac!
RO < -bork i ol




